INTO THE SHADOWS
and no nearer intercourse could he admit than outward marks
of Civility/ So the Princess of Wales was refused the right to
attend the Court; and at once her friends were loud in their
condemnation of the attitude which the King had taken up. One
of her staunchest friends was Spencer Perceval: it was he who
penned her spirited replies to her father-in-law—replies which
were eventually published; and his championship of her cause
gave the incident a political flavour, for the Tory friends of
Perceval lost no time in allying themselves with him. The result
was disastrous from the point of view of the Princess of Wales:
in the eyes of the King she had become 6 a female politician,'
and as such she forfeited his sympathy.
Fox's untimely death had necessitated a reorganization of the
Ministry. Howick left his place at the Admiralty to become
Foreign Secretary; and he was succeeded as First Lord by Thomas
Grenville. Sidmouth was made Lord President of the Council,
a post which was vacant owing to FitzWilliam's resignation;
and Holland was brought in as Lord Privy Seal. But the team
was weaker than it had been when Fox was in it, a fact which
the Bong himself noted; and Ho wick's advancement to one of
the principal positions in the Government was bound to strengthen
the hands of those Ministers who still aimed at bringing peace
to a distracted Ireland by means of relief for the Catholics.
The King had undergone a treatment for the cataract on his
eyes; and during 1806 his sight was so much improved that
he was cheerfully confident that there was no longer any danger
of blindness. But his hopes were dashed to the ground when
shortly before Christmas his two eyes were attacked by a severe
inflammation, which the doctors were quite unable to relieve;
and as his vision became more and more restricted so did his
spirits fall. Early in 1807 his Ministers found him listless and
apathetic. There was no sign of the old mental trouble, but it
was only with the greatest difficulty that he could be induced to
attend to the routine business of State. His lisdessness and apathy
quickly vanished, however, when in February and March, the
old question of relief for the Catholics was revived.
The Government proposed by means of a clause in the Mutiny
Bill to allow Catholic officers serving in the Army in England
and Scotland the right to rise to the rank of Colonel—a right
which incidentally was already enjoyed by Catholics serving in
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